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1. Introduction

In the contemporary landscape of geopolitical advocacy and civil society engagement, the
deployment of legal mechanisms to achieve political, ideological, or narrative objectives—a
practice commonly theorized as "lawfare"—has evolved into a highly sophisticated and deeply
institutionalized enterprise. Within the United Kingdom, one of the most prominent, effective,
and controversial practitioners of this strategy is the organization known as UK Lawyers for
Israel (UKLFI). Operating at the complex nexus of corporate opacity, charitable fundraising, and
aggressive civil litigation tactics, UKLFI systematically targets British public and private
institutions. Its overarching objective is to enforce a specific geopolitical and historical narrative
regarding the State of Israel, the Palestinian territories, and the broader Middle East conflict.
This comprehensive research report provides an exhaustive forensic analysis of UKLFI's
corporate and financial architecture. The investigation reveals that UKLFI’s operational efficacy
is predicated upon a meticulously designed dual-structure model, comprising a tax-exempt
charitable trust and a private limited company. This structural bifurcation allows the enterprise to
exploit the tax advantages and public legitimacy inherent in charitable status while
simultaneously utilizing the private corporate arm to execute aggressive, highly politicized
campaigns that would otherwise violate the strict regulatory parameters governing charitable
objects in the United Kingdom. Furthermore, this report draws direct structural, financial, and
ideological parallels between the UKLFI apparatus and the United States-based "Vine & Fig
Tree" network, demonstrating that this dual-entity architecture is not an isolated domestic
phenomenon but rather a standardized blueprint for international pro-Israel advocacy.

Beyond structural mapping, this analysis exhaustively traces the operational mechanics of
UKLFI's advocacy. It documents how the organization leverages the threat of protracted legal
harassment, strategic lawsuits against public participation (SLAPPs), statutory compliance
investigations, and reputational damage to force the capitulation of risk-averse institutions. By
examining specific, high-profile case studies across the British healthcare sector (e.g., Chelsea
and Westminster Hospital, Barts Health NHS Trust), educational publishing (e.g., Pearson
Edexcel GCSE history textbooks), and higher education (e.g., the Open University), the report
illuminates the second-order and third-order implications of institutional lawfare. These
implications encompass the severe erosion of academic freedom, the chilling of public sector
neutrality, the strategic weaponization of domestic equality legislation, and the ontological
erasure of Palestinian identity, symbols, and historical narratives from the British public sphere.

2. The Corporate and Financial Architecture of UKLFI

The strategic efficacy of advocacy organizations engaged in lawfare relies heavily on corporate



architectures that provide maximum operational flexibility while minimizing regulatory
vulnerability. The dual-structure model adopted by UKLFI represents the apex of this
organizational strategy. By establishing two legally distinct but operationally and ideologically
symbiotic entities, the network effectively isolates its political risk from its financial base.

2.1 The Execution Arm: UKLFI Limited

The operational core of the UKLFI network—the entity responsible for issuing legal threats,
orchestrating censorship campaigns, and lobbying public bodies—is UKLFI Limited. Registered
with Companies House, UKLFI Limited is a private company limited by guarantee without share
capital. The historical trajectory of its corporate filings reveals an organization that initially
sought to obscure its mandate. The company was originally incorporated on October 5, 2010,
under the highly ambiguous and innocuous name "Action 4 Peace Ltd". However, just months
after its incorporation, the entity underwent a formal name change to UKLFI Limited, aligning its
corporate identity with its operational reality.

UKLFI Limited's corporate geography has shifted over its tenure. It previously maintained
registered office addresses at Lytchett House in Poole, Dorset, and on City Road in London,
before most recently relocating its registered address to Aldgate Tower on Leman Street in
London in July 2024. Historically, the organization has preferred to operate in the shadows.
Caroline Kendall, UKLFI's former director of operations, explicitly articulated this strategy in
2016, stating that the group does not seek out publicity but rather prioritizes effectiveness, often
choosing to operate "below the radar".

However, as the organization's influence has expanded, it has necessarily adopted a more
public-facing posture. Figures such as Natasha Hausdorff, a barrister who joined the
organization in 2014, have emerged as highly visible public representatives. Hausdorff
frequently utilizes media appearances, editorial columns in major broadsheets, and formal
parliamentary testimonies to defend Israeli military conduct and advance the organization's
narrative framework. During a notable appearance before the foreign affairs select committee,
Hausdorff's assertion that Israel shows "more respect for humanitarian law than any army in
history" sparked significant political outrage, underscoring the highly politicized nature of the
limited company's work. The corporate leadership of UKLFI Limited reflects a dynamic rotation
of committed advocates; recent filings from late 2024 and early 2025 indicate the appointments
of Paul Eric Charney and Naomi Elsa Levy as directors, corresponding with the terminations of
Efrat Shaoulian Sopher and Chloe Francesca Tsila Santaub.

Crucially, because UKLFI Limited is a private company and not a registered charity, it is entirely
unshackled from the Charity Commission's regulations prohibiting charities from engaging in
overt political campaigning. This freedom allows the limited company to function as the
unconstrained execution arm of the network's lawfare strategy.

2.2 The Fundraising Apparatus: UKLFI Charitable Trust

To complement and financially underwrite the aggressive political work of the limited company,
the network established a parallel entity: the UKLFI Charitable Trust (Charity Number: 1169041).
According to the trust's own internal documentation and public statements, UKLFI deliberately
set up this entity in September 2016 specifically "to facilitate fund raising from UK donors for
parts of its activities that are charitable under UK law".

The trust operates under a carefully curated stated objective designed to satisfy the Charity
Commission for England and Wales: the advancement of legal education into the causes and



effects of antisemitism, particularly antisemitism manifesting in relation to the State of Israel, and
the provision of legal support to its victims. By framing its activities strictly within the parameters
of education and anti-discrimination support, the trust secures a highly advantageous tax status,
allowing wealthy philanthropic donors to make tax-deductible contributions.

The governance of the UKLFI Charitable Trust is overseen by a board of trustees that ensures
ideological continuity with the broader UKLFI mission. Current and recent trustees include
Raymond Anthony Symons, Dr. Efrat Sopher (who concurrently served as a director of the
limited company until late 2024), Albert George Nelson Levy, Susan Rebecca Storring, Nicholas
Ivor Stalbow, Solomon Jacob Charles Maxwell, and Aurele Aaron Tobelem.

An analysis of the trust's financial history reveals a highly effective, rapidly scaling fundraising
apparatus that operates in tandem with the private company's high-profile lawfare campaigns.
The financial trajectory demonstrates exponential growth in recent reporting periods.

Financial Year End Total Gross Income Total Expenditure Primary Revenue
Mechanism

31 December 2020 54,520 58,050 \Voluntary Donations

31 December 2021 £70,610 £42,370 \Voluntary Donations

31 December 2022 105,280 87,820 \Voluntary Donations

31 December 2023 £228,330 £105,280 \Voluntary Donations

31 December 2024 586,460 286,160 \Voluntary Donations
and Legacies
(£577.52Kk)

Data Source: Charity Commission for England and Wales Register of Charities, Financial
History.

The data illuminates a stark reality: between 2023 and 2024, the trust experienced an
extraordinary 156% year-over-year increase in gross income, surging from £228,330 to
£586,460. The vast majority of this capital—£577,520 in 2024—was derived exclusively from
private donations and legacies, rather than government grants, indicating a highly mobilized and
affluent private donor base. This massive influx of capital coincides directly with the escalation
of UKLFI's censorship campaigns following the intensification of geopolitical conflict in the
Middle East in late 2023 and throughout 2024. The charitable trust functions as the financial
engine of the network, subsidizing the extensive legal research, administrative overhead, and
operational infrastructure necessary to sustain protracted campaigns of harassment against
public institutions.

3. Transatlantic Symmetries: The Vine & Fig Tree
Network

The bifurcated corporate structure utilized by UKLFI is not an anomalous or isolated
organizational choice. Rather, it represents the domestic implementation of a broader,
standardized blueprint utilized by pro-Israel advocacy and lawfare networks globally. To fully
grasp the sophistication of the UKLFI model, one must examine its transatlantic counterpart in
the United States, which operates under the ideological moniker of the "Vine & Fig Tree"
network. The structural, financial, and tactical symmetries between these two operations
demonstrate a highly coordinated international strategy for institutional censorship.




3.1 Ideological Origins and Biblical Appropriations

The branding of the American network provides critical insight into the ideological framework
that underpins this specific brand of lawfare. The phrase "under his own vine and fig tree"
originates deeply within the Hebrew Scriptures, appearing in Micah 4:4, 1 Kings 4:25, and
Zechariah 3:10. Theologically and historically, the metaphor symbolizes an era of profound
peace, national prosperity, and absolute security from military oppression and foreign invasion
during the reign of Solomon. The imagery of every individual sitting safely beneath their own
agricultural canopy denotes a widespread distribution of wealth and the absence of fear.

Within the American context, the phrase was famously co-opted by George Washington in his
historic 1790 correspondence to the Hebrew Congregation in Newport, Rhode Island.
Washington utilized the biblical metaphor to articulate a foundational vision of American
religious tolerance, assuring the Jewish community that they would "continue to merit and enjoy
the good will of the other inhabitants" while sitting "in safety under his own vine and fig tree".

In contemporary geopolitical discourse, however, this ancient motif of peace and refuge has
been systematically appropriated and inverted by aggressive pro-lsrael advocacy organizations.
These groups deploy the "Vine & Fig Tree" imagery to legitimize settler-colonial narratives,
utilizing the language of biblical safety to justify the suppression of Palestinian advocacy,
anti-Zionist dissent, and human rights campaigns under the guise of defending Jewish civil
rights from an omnipresent threat. It is a sophisticated rhetorical strategy: packaging aggressive
legal and political offense within the language of ancient, divine defense.

3.2 Corporate Mechanics of the United States Network

Just as UKLFI utilizes a limited company and a charitable trust, the Vine & Fig Tree apparatus in
the United States operates through heavily capitalized, dual-entity structures designed to isolate
operational risk while maximizing philanthropic revenue.

The primary organizational vehicle is the Vine and Fig Tree Institute | Inc., a registered 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization headquartered in New York City. The Institute publicly describes its
overarching mission as combining research, education, and technology innovation to counter
antisemitism, promote tolerance, and foster civic cohesion. However, financial filings expose a
massive operational scale that far exceeds traditional educational outreach. In the 2024 fiscal
year alone, the Institute generated an astounding $3,001,041 in total revenue, amassing
significant net assets.

Operating in parallel is the Vine & Fig Tree Fund Inc., which functions as the network's
grantmaking and capital distribution arm. This entity acts as a financial conduit, directing
philanthropic capital to a myriad of politically aligned organizations deeply embedded in the
American pro-lIsrael lobbying ecosystem. For instance, recent tax filings reveal that the Fund
distributed a $100,000 grant to the Philos Project—a group actively promoting Christian
engagement in the Middle East in alignment with Israeli state interests—and another $100,000
grant for general operating support to the Merona Leadership Foundation, an entity heavily
funded by conservative donor-advised funds like DonorsTrust and the Bradley Impact Fund.

3.3 Technological Lawfare vs. Manual Legal Threats

While the structural symmetry is identical, the Vine & Fig Tree network demonstrates an
evolution in tactical execution. Whereas UKLFI relies heavily on the manual drafting of



pseudo-legal threatening letters by human lawyers, the American network is actively pioneering
automated, technological lawfare.
Financial disclosures from the UJA-Federation of New York reveal a highly significant $200,000

grant awarded directly to the Vine & Fig Tree Institute Inc. for a specific, targeted project: the
development of a "Truth Database and Large Language Model (LLM)". The investment in
proprietary artificial intelligence models suggests a strategic paradigm shift. By developing
dedicated LLMs trained on ideological datasets, the Vine & Fig Tree network aims to automate
the monitoring of civil society, academic discourse, and digital spaces. This technology enables
the mass-generation of legal complaints, automated flagging of perceived anti-Zionist dissent,
and the rapid scaling of the very SLAPP tactics that UKLFI executes manually.

IArchitectural Feature

UK Lawyers for Israel (UKLFI)

Vine & Fig Tree Network (US)

Tax-Exempt Revenue Arm

UKLFI Charitable Trust (Charity
No. 1169041)

Vine and Fig Tree Institute | Inc.
(501c3)

Operational/Distribution Arm

UKLFI Limited (Private
Company Limited by
Guarantee)

Vine & Fig Tree Fund Inc.

Primary Tactical Execution

Manual legal threats, SLAPPs,
regulatory complaints

Grantmaking, Al/LLM
development, algorithmic
monitoring

Primary Institutional Targets

UK Public Sector (NHS,
Universities, Educational
Publishers)

US Civil Society, Educational
Tech, Christian/Jewish
Coalitions

Core Ideological Framing

Enforcement of Equality Act
2010; combating antisemitism

Civic cohesion; combating hate;
biblical safety motifs (Micah

4:4)

The direct comparison reveals that the dual-structure model is a highly replicable, transnational
strategy designed to overwhelm democratic institutions through asymmetric financial and legal
warfare.

4. The Mechanics of Institutional Lawfare and
Censorship

To understand how UKLFI achieves its objectives, it is necessary to deconstruct its operational
methodology. The organization’s success relies not on winning complex legal arguments in front
of a judge, but rather on exploiting a fundamental asymmetry in risk tolerance within the British
public sector. Public institutions—such as National Health Service (NHS) trusts, university
administrations, and corporate textbook publishers—are inherently risk-averse. They are
chronically underfunded, uniquely sensitive to public relations crises, and terrified of the
exorbitant costs associated with protracted civil litigation.

UKLFI weaponizes these institutional vulnerabilities by utilizing highly professional legal
letterheads, often bearing the names of prominent barristers and solicitors, to issue complex,
pseudo-legal threats. These communications are meticulously crafted not necessarily to initiate
formal legal proceedings—which would require UKLFI to meet the high burden of proving its
claims in a court of law—but rather to induce immediate administrative panic, regulatory fear,
and preemptive institutional capitulation.




4.1 The Weaponization of the Equality Act 2010

The cornerstone of UKLFI's legal strategy is the systematic weaponization of the UK’s Equality
Act 2010. The Act, a vital piece of civil rights legislation, was designed to protect individuals
from discrimination, harassment, and victimization based on protected characteristics, including
race, religion, and belief.

UKLFI has developed a highly effective tactic of conflating expressions of Palestinian national
identity, geographical history, and political solidarity with anti-Jewish harassment. The
organization routinely argues to institutional administrators that the mere presence of
Palestinian symbols (such as flags or artwork) or the articulation of historical facts regarding
Palestine inherently creates a "hostile and offensive environment" for Jewish and Israeli
students, patients, or staff members.

By framing standard political and historical disagreements as severe statutory violations of
equality law, UKLFI forces administrators into a paralyzing legal trap. Faced with the immediate
prospect of defending a highly public, complex, and phenomenally expensive discrimination
lawsuit, institutions almost universally choose the path of least resistance. They opt to censor
the targeted artwork, revise the text, or silence the individual. This strategy represents a
profound perversion of the legislative intent behind the Equality Act; a framework enacted to
protect marginalized groups from prejudice is actively and aggressively deployed to enact
epistemic violence and ontological erasure against another marginalized group.

4.2 SLAPPs and the Chilling Effect

The broader legal framework within which UKLF| operates is often categorized by civil rights
advocates as Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs). A SLAPP is a lawsuit or
a legal threat intended to censor, intimidate, and silence critics by burdening them with the cost
of a legal defense until they abandon their criticism or opposition. As noted in formal complaints
against UKLFI, the organization utilizes the mechanisms of SLAPPs to limit freedom of
expression on matters of profound public interest regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The
true measure of UKLFI's success is not just the specific items they manage to ban, but the
widespread chilling effect they generate, teaching institutions that any engagement with
Palestinian narratives will result in severe legal and reputational punishment.

5. Case Study I: Healthcare Environments and the
Erasure of Solidarity

The theoretical framework of UKLFI's lawfare is best understood through its practical
application. The National Health Service (NHS), revered in the UK as a neutral, universally
accessible space of healing, has become a primary and highly sensitive target for UKLFI's
censorship campaigns. NHS Trusts are particularly vulnerable to allegations that they are
fostering discriminatory environments that might compromise patient care.

5.1 The Chelsea and Westminster Hospital: The Gaza Children's
Artwork

One of the most egregious examples of UKLFI's ability to enforce the erasure of Palestinian



existence occurred at the Chelsea and Westminster Hospital in London. In 2012, the hospital
mounted a collaborative, humanitarian art exhibition. The project, facilitated by the hospital's
affiliated Chelsea Community Hospital School, involved children at two United Nations-run
schools in Gaza creating drawings depicting their everyday lives. These drawings, featuring
symbols of peace and the desire for an independent Palestinian state, were then transposed
onto pottery plates by London schoolchildren and displayed in a hospital corridor. For over a
decade, the plates hung peacefully, serving as a testament to cross-cultural educational
solidarity.

In February 2023, UKLFI launched an aggressive, targeted campaign against the hospital
administration. The organization sent a heavily worded, threatening letter claiming that "Jewish
patients" had approached them for help because they felt "vulnerable, harassed and victimised"
by the children's artwork. UKLFI specifically targeted a plate that depicted the Dome of the Rock
with a Palestinian flag flying above it. In a display of profound ideological policing, UKLFI
asserted to the hospital that "It is offensive for Jewish people to see a Palestinian flag over their
holiest site," willfully ignoring the profound religious significance of the Al-Agsa compound to
Palestinian Muslims. Furthermore, UKLFI complained about a simple informational text
accompanying the display that stated the Palestinian shoreline stretches 224km from Rafah to
Ra'as Al Naqgoura, absurdly claiming that this geographical description constituted "propaganda"
that denied Israel's existence.

Crucially, UKLFI's communication to the hospital was not a formally filed legal complaint, yet it
heavily implied the imminent threat of legal proceedings under the Equality Act. Panicked by the
accusation of fostering antisemitism and citing their statutory duties to maintain a
non-discriminatory environment, the hospital administration quietly and swiftly removed the
Gaza children's artwork.

UKLFI Director Caroline Turner immediately published a triumphant statement on the
organization's website, gleefully declaring, "We are delighted to report that Chelsea and
Westminster Hospital has removed a display of artwork designed by children from Gaza" and
claiming victory on behalf of complaining patients. However, a subsequent Freedom of
Information (FOI) request forced the hospital to make a stunning admission: the administration
had not received a single direct complaint from any actual patient regarding the display
throughout its entire ten-year history. The entire crisis was a mirage, manufactured entirely by
UKLFI. This incident perfectly encapsulates the UKLFI methodology: leveraging legal posturing
to bypass actual public sentiment, exploiting institutional panic to enforce the removal of
Palestinian symbols.

5.2 Barts Health NHS Trust: The Lanyard Ban and Staff Pushback

Emboldened by the capitulation at Chelsea and Westminster, UKLFI escalated its targeting of
the NHS, focusing on individual medical staff. In early 2025, UKLFI directed its attention to Barts
Health NHS Trust in London. UKLFI Director Caroline Turner sent a series of threatening letters
to the trust, making the extraordinary claim that the hospital was "criminally liable" for allowing
its nurses and doctors to wear lanyards and badges displaying symbols of Palestinian solidarity,
such as the Palestinian flag or the widely recognized watermelon motif.

Turner argued that these items were "promoting the Palestinian cause, which is not related to
health" and asserted that nurses wearing such badges were acting as "poor role models".
Bizarrely, UKLFI demanded the censorship of these healthcare workers while simultaneously
acknowledging in their own correspondence that the nurses in question provided "excellent
care" to patients.



Succumbing to the intense pressure from UKLFI, the executive leadership of Barts Health
implemented a draconian, blanket uniform and dress code policy in March 2025. The new policy
strictly prohibited all hospital staff from wearing or displaying any badges, lanyards, clothing, or
digital backgrounds that might align them with a "particular nation, political party, one side in a
conflict". The ban was exhaustive, applying to all staff at all times, whether patient-facing or not,
and extending to remote workstations, laptops, iPads, and digital meeting backgrounds.

This sweeping capitulation to UKLFI triggered intense internal backlash, primarily due to the
glaring hypocrisy of the Trust's actions. Staff noted that Barts Health, like many NHS
organizations, had openly and officially encouraged expressions of solidarity with Ukraine
following the Russian invasion, making the sudden ban on Palestinian solidarity transparently
discriminatory.

The fallout from UKLFI's intervention resulted in a formal, high-stakes legal challenge against
the hospital. Three prominent NHS workers—Ahmad Baker (a British Palestinian senior nurse),
Dr. Aarash Saleh (a Jewish respiratory consultant), and Dr. Sara Ali (a British Bahraini
haematology registrar)—initiated litigation against Barts Health through the human rights law
firm Leigh Day. In their Letter Before Action, the clinicians argued that the UKLFI-influenced
uniform policy amounted to indirect discrimination and infringed upon their rights under the
Equality Act 2010. They contended that the policy disproportionately targeted and silenced staff
seeking to express empathy for Gaza during a period of unprecedented human rights violations,
and that the Trust had failed to conduct a proper Equality Impact Assessment. Notably, Baker
also raised separate allegations of direct discrimination and harassment, having been ordered
to remove a background video call image merely because it featured a watermelon in a fruit
bowl, which management deemed potentially "antisemitic" under the new policy.

This ongoing litigation exposes the severe secondary risks that institutions incur when they
capitulate to UKLFI's bad-faith threats. By attempting to avoid a fabricated, politically motivated
Equality Act violation generated by a lobby group, Barts Health enacted policies that triggered
genuine, legally sound Equality Act discrimination claims from its own highly diverse and
dedicated medical staff.

6. Case Study IlI: Educational Curricula and Historical
Revisionism

The strategic control of historical narratives is a central objective of ideological lawfare.
Controlling how the past is understood is essential for shaping future political realities. To this
end, UKLFI, operating in a highly coordinated partnership with the Board of Deputies of British
Jews (BoD), orchestrated one of the most effective and alarming campaigns of pedagogical
censorship in recent British history, successfully rewriting the history of the Middle East as
taught to hundreds of thousands of British secondary school students.

6.1 The Pearson Edexcel Textbook Capitulation

In late 2019, Jewish advocacy organizations, spearheaded by UKLFI and the BoD, initiated an
aggressive complaint campaign regarding two globally utilized GCSE and International GCSE
history textbooks published by Pearson Edexcel: Confilict in the Middle East, c1945-1995 and
The Middle East: Conflict, Crisis and Change, 1917-2012, both authored by Hilary Brash. The
strategic importance of these specific texts cannot be overstated; Pearson was the only major
British exam board to offer a comprehensive curriculum option on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,



meaning these books essentially dictated the national curriculum on the subject.

UKLFI and the BoD applied immense pressure on Pearson Education, formally alleging that the
textbooks contained "anti-Israel views" and were "seriously biased against Israel". The
organizations demanded the immediate withdrawal of the materials. Fearing severe reputational
damage, accusations of antisemitism, and potential legal liability, Pearson rapidly capitulated.
The publisher paused distribution, withdrew the books from shelves in October 2019, and
promised a review.

What followed was an extraordinary departure from standard, rigorous academic practice.
Rather than submitting the textbooks to an independent panel of peer-reviewed historians for
objective evaluation, Pearson engaged in a closed-door "review process" directly with the lobby
groups that had initiated the complaint. Pearson allowed the Board of Deputies and UKLFI to
produce "thorough comments" and directly dictate revisions to the text, effectively granting
partisan advocacy organizations editorial control over a national educational curriculum.

6.2 The Chalcraft and Dickens Report: Documenting the Erasure

The revised editions of the textbooks were published and reissued for the 2020-2021 academic
year, to the immense satisfaction of the lobby groups. Marie van der Zyl, President of the Board
of Deputies, openly gloated about the success of this pedagogical lawfare, stating, "We applaud
Pearson for their openness to constructive feedback... | would like to pay specific tribute and
thanks to UKLFI for their hard work on this project and their collaborative effort with us to get
these textbooks to where they needed to be".

However, the publication of the UKLFI-edited texts triggered widespread alarm within the
academic community. A comprehensive, independent forensic report authored by Professors
David Chalcraft and John Dickens meticulously documented the staggering extent of the
UKLFI-mandated revisions. The Chalcraft and Dickens report concluded that the alterations
fundamentally changed the actual substance of the textbooks, transforming them into
documents that provided an "inaccurate account of the history and present situation in Palestine
and Israel". The report bluntly concluded that "school children should not be supplied with
propaganda under the guise of education".

Specific revisions highlighted in the report expose the systemic nature of the historical
sanitization orchestrated by UKLFI:

e Sanitizing the Deir Yassin Massacre: The original text accurately described the horrific
1948 slaughter of over 100 Palestinian civilians by Zionist militias at the village of Deir
Yassin as "one of the worst atrocities of the war". Under UKLFI's editorial influence, the
emotionally resonant and legally precise word "atrocities" was systematically downgraded
to the morally neutral and sterile term "acts".

e Erasing Economic Compulsion under Occupation: The original textbook addressed
the economic subjugation of Palestinians living under Israeli military occupation, stating:
"To make money, many Palestinians had to work in Israel, where they did unskilled jobs
even if they were well educated". The UKLFI revision actively erased the element of
military and economic compulsion, recasting the brutal reality of occupation as a mutually
beneficial economic opportunity: "While some Palestinians benefited from higher wages
from working in Israel, they often did less skilled jobs even if they were well educated”. As
the Chalcraft report noted, this revised text "unjustifiably removes the element of
compulsion".

e Obfuscating International Law and Settlements: Original references stating clearly that
international law strictly forbids a country from annexing or indefinitely occupying territory



gained through war were completely removed from the text. Furthermore, the definitions
of Jewish settlers residing on occupied Palestinian land in the West Bank and Gaza were
significantly softened to align with Israeli state talking points.

6.3 The Pedagogical Implications of Privatized Censorship

The implications of the Pearson capitulation extend far beyond a single textbook. The National
Education Union (NEU) was forced to pass a motion raising the Chalcraft and Dickens report
with the Department for Education, demanding an investigation into how inaccurate,
lobbyist-driven changes were allowed to corrupt educational materials. Organizations like the
British Committee for the Universities of Palestine (Bricup) and the British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies (BRISMES) launched protests against the covert tampering of the texts.
However, the chilling effect had already taken root. Michael Davies, founder of Parallel Histories,
noted that Pearson, despite its capitulation, was the only exam board that hadn't entirely
abandoned the subject. The extreme toxicity injected into the topic by UKLFI's legal harassment
means that out of 600,000 students in the age cohort, merely 1,100 students across 27 schools
opted to study the Middle East conflict. UKLFI’s lawfare thus achieves its ultimate pedagogical
objective: rendering the history of Palestine so legally and professionally perilous that the British
educational establishment voluntarily erases it from the classroom entirely.

7. Case Study lll: Higher Education and the Policing of
Epistemology

While secondary education is highly vulnerable to top-down curriculum alteration, the university
sector represents the primary battleground for academic freedom and the integrity of scholarly
discourse. UKLFI routinely monitors university curricula, faculty speech, and student union
activities. They have established a pattern of reporting student bodies—such as the City
University Students Union—and academic networks—such as the European Association of
Social Anthropologists (EASA)—to the Charity Commission over their democratic adoption of
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) policies. However, the most illustrative and alarming
example of UKLFI's attempt to exercise total epistemic control occurred at the Open University
(OU).

7.1 The Open University and the "Ancient Palestine™ Controversy

In November 2025, UKLFI set its sights on a first-year, entry-level humanities module at the
Open University titled A171: Discovering the Arts and Humanities. The module contained
standard, widely accepted historical teaching materials regarding the life of the Virgin Mary. The
course materials accurately referred to Mary as having been born in "ancient Palestine,"
described the Aramaic language as "widely spoken in ancient Palestine," and included an
educational graphic labeled "Map of Ancient Palestine".

UKLFI issued a formal, aggressive letter of complaint to the Open University, arguing that the
term "ancient Palestine" was historically inaccurate. The lobby group claimed that the Romans
did not formally apply the name "Syria Palaestina" to the region until more than a century after
Mary's lifetime, following the Bar Kokhba revolt. More insidiously, UKLFI argued that using the
term "Palestine" in this context risked erasing "Jewish historical identity". Deploying their
standard lawfare tactic, UKLFI invoked the Equality Act, explicitly warning the university that the



use of standard geographical terminology created a "hostile or offensive learning environment
for Jewish and Israeli students".

Faced with the threat of a discrimination lawsuit, the university administration buckled. On
December 18, 2025, Adrienne Scullion, Head of the OU’s Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
replied to UKLFI with a letter of absolute capitulation. Adopting the lobby group's politically
motivated framing, Scullion stated she understood that the term had become "problematic in a
way that, perhaps, it was not when the materials were written in 2018". She made sweeping,
disastrous commitments on behalf of the university: "We will not use the term again in future
learning materials, and we will explain and contextualise its use in existing materials for current
learners". UKLFI immediately published this exchange on its website, declaring a massive
victory in their campaign to police academic language.

### 7.2 Academic Resistance and the HEFSA 2023 Defense

Unlike the Pearson textbook revision, which occurred behind closed doors, or the NHS hospital
administration, which lacked subject-matter expertise, the Open University capitulation triggered
a massive, organized revolt from the academic community. The OU's Palestine Solidarity Group
utilized Freedom of Information (FOI) requests to expose the administration's handling of the
complaint.

The academic backlash was swift and devastating. Over 600 academics and public
figures—including some of the world's most prominent historians such as llan Pappe, Avi
Shlaim, Rashid Khalidi, and Nur Masalha—signed an open letter demanding an "urgent public
retraction" of the commitments made to UKLFI. The academic community meticulously
dismantled UKLFI's historical arguments, noting that the term "Palestine" is academically
pristine and historically appropriate for antiquity, having been extensively utilized by the
fifth-century BC Greek historian Herodotus to describe the region. Academics, including
classical studies lecturers at the OU itself, denounced UKLFI's claims of illegitimacy as a "lie"
aimed purely at the contemporary erasure of Palestinians.

Crucially, the academics deployed legal counter-pressure. The open letter warned that the OU's
capitulation to UKLFI severely threatened to violate the university's strict statutory duties under
the newly enacted Higher Education (Freedom of Speech) Act 2023 (HEFSA). They argued that
the administration's actions exposed academic staff to harassment, set a catastrophic precedent
for academic freedom, and made the OU "complicit in the spread of disinformation and a
politically motivated attempt to erase Palestine from history".

Faced with a rebellion from its own faculty, the endorsement of the University and College Union
(UCU), and the threat of violating HEFSA, the Open University was forced into a humiliating
public reversal. An OU spokesperson subsequently clarified to the media that academic staff
"are free to use the term ‘ancient Palestine’ where scholarly appropriate in teaching and learning
materials," and explicitly stated that there was no requirement for academics to attach a
UKLFI-mandated contextual note to the term. This episode demonstrates the extreme
overreach of UKLFI's ontological policing—attempting to ban standard geographical words from
the English language—and proves that organized, legally literate academic solidarity can
successfully repel bad-faith intimidation.

8. Regulatory Scrutiny and Civil Society Pushback

For over a decade, UKLFI operated with near impunity, utilizing the professional prestige of the
legal profession to intimidate non-lawyers while remaining insulated within its corporate
structure. However, the increasing brazenness of its campaigns against hospitals, schools, and



universities has inevitably catalyzed a severe regulatory backlash. Civil society organizations,
recognizing that UKLFI relies entirely on the veneer of professional legal authority to execute its
lawfare, have begun striking at the foundation of the organization's legitimacy, challenging its
right to operate without formal regulatory oversight.

8.1 The SRA Complaint: ELSC and PILC Interventions

A massive vulnerability in UKLFI’'s operational model is that it functions as a legal advocacy
group without being formally registered as a regulated law firm. UKLFI consistently argues that
because it does not conduct traditional "reserved legal activities"—such as formally conducting
litigation in court on behalf of a specific client—it is exempt from the strict, rigorous regulatory
framework governing legal practices in the United Kingdom. However, UKLFI simultaneously
exploits its members' credentials, frequently foregrounding the titles of senior barristers and
solicitors on its letterheads to maximize the intimidation factor of its correspondence against
laypeople and institutional administrators.

To counter this asymmetric warfare, the Public Interest Law Centre (PILC) and the European
Legal Support Center (ELSC) launched a landmark legal counter-offensive in 2025. The
organizations filed a massive 114-page formal complaint with the Solicitors Regulation Authority
(SRA) against UKLFI and its director, Caroline Turner.

The complaint outlines profound ethical and professional breaches, alleging that UKLFI is
functionally operating as an unregulated, shadow law firm. The PILC and ELSC argue that
UKLFI issues "vexatious and legally baseless correspondence aimed at silencing and
intimidating Palestine solidarity efforts". They accuse the organization of utilizing the framework
of Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation (SLAPPs) to chill public discourse on matters
of severe public interest.

Paul Heron, a solicitor at PILC, explicitly articulated the stakes of the complaint: “UKLFI are
acting in a manner that chills public participation and intimidates those who stand in solidarity
with Palestine. We will not allow legal threats to shut down the public's right to speak out... The
SRA has a duty to step in, to uphold professional standards, and to protect civil society from
intimidation dressed up as law”. The complaint demands full accountability, arguing that
solicitors cannot exploit their professional titles to issue bad-faith threats while claiming immunity
from the SRA's regulatory framework. The SRA has confirmed receipt of the complaint and
stated that it is actively investigating the allegations to determine its next steps, posing an
existential threat to UKLFI's operational methodology.

8.2 Charity Commission Investigations and the Threat to the Dual
Structure

While UKLFI Limited faces unprecedented scrutiny from the SRA regarding its legal ethics, the
UKLFI Charitable Trust has simultaneously attracted the severe attention of the Charity
Commission. As the trust's revenue skyrocketed to nearly £600,000 in 2024, derived almost
entirely from private donations, intense questions regarding its structural and financial
relationship with the highly political limited company began to surface.

The Charity Commission confirmed to media outlets that it has an "active case" open into the
UKLFI Charitable Trust. A commission spokesperson clarified the exact nature of the probe,
stating that the investigation centers squarely on the relationship between the registered charity
(which benefits from tax exemptions) and its parent organization, UKLFI Limited (which



executes political campaigns outside the commission's remit).

This regulatory investigation targets the fundamental vulnerability of the entire dual-structure
model utilized by organizations like UKLFI and Vine & Fig Tree. If the Charity Commission
determines that tax-deductible charitable funds are being utilized, even tangentially, to
subsidize, facilitate, or provide administrative cover for the aggressive political lawfare
conducted by the limited company, it possesses the authority to dismantle the financial engine
that sustains UKLFI's operations. The outcome of this compliance review will have profound,
precedent-setting implications not only for UKLFI but for the broader ecosystem of
dual-structured political advocacy groups operating under the guise of charity within the United
Kingdom.

9. Conclusion

The dual-structure architecture utilized by UK Lawyers for Israel—and flawlessly mirrored
across the Atlantic by the Vine & Fig Tree network—represents a highly sophisticated, deeply
insidious evolution in the privatization of geopolitical censorship. By meticulously sequestering
extreme political and reputational risk within an unregulated private limited company, while
simultaneously funneling vast amounts of philanthropic capital through a tax-exempt registered
charitable trust, UKLFI has established a highly insulated, well-capitalized machine designed
expressly for institutional intimidation.

Through the systematic deployment of pseudo-legal threats, SLAPP tactics, and the bad-faith,
cynical weaponization of the Equality Act 2010, UKLFI expertly exploits the structural
risk-aversion of British public life. The capitulations of the Chelsea and Westminster Hospital,
Barts Health NHS Trust, and Pearson Education demonstrate the alarming ease with which
well-funded advocacy groups can bypass democratic debate, circumvent peer-reviewed
academic processes, and enforce the total erasure of Palestinian identity, history, and solidarity
from the British public sphere.

However, the tide of uncontested lawfare appears to be turning. The aggressive overreach
evident in the Open University "Ancient Palestine" controversy proved that organized, legally
literate resistance can successfully repel bad-faith intimidation. More importantly, the formal,
highly detailed regulatory interventions currently initiated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority
and the Charity Commission indicate a growing civil society determination to dismantle this
model of asymmetric warfare. Ultimately, the survival of academic freedom, institutional
neutrality, and historical integrity in the United Kingdom will depend entirely on the willingness of
regulatory bodies to pierce the veil of these dual-structure entities and hold the practitioners of
institutional lawfare professionally, ethically, and legally accountable for the epistemic violence
they enact.
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